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“Shine like the star you are.”
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl, instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

Our Vision:
To develop within ourselves an understanding of what is right and fair, and to have the strength to face challenges and do the right thing. To be people of hope. 
To celebrate individuality, and to respect ourselves, others and the world in which we live. To be the best we can be.   

Legal Requirements:

· All registered pupils (apart from those whose parents exercise the right to withdrawal or pupils themselves if over the age of 18) must on "each school day take part in an act of Collective Worship." 
· In Church schools the daily act of Collective Worship should be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Trust Deed of the school and be consistent with the beliefs and practices of the Church of England. 
· The daily act of Collective Worship will normally take place on the school premises. Schools are, however, permitted to hold their acts of Collective Worship elsewhere, (e.g. the local parish church) on special occasions. 
· The provisions of the 1988 Education Act concerning ‘determination’ (section 12) and ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ (section 7) do not apply to schools with a religious character. 
· Responsibility for the oversight of Collective Worship rests with the governors in consultation with the headteacher. 
· Collective Worship is not designated curriculum time under law and should not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum. The act of Collective Worship must be distinctive and identifiable if it is to meet the legal requirements. 
· Since collective worship is not to be counted as curriculum time, PPA time should not include or overlap Collective Worship. Collective Worship time should not be used as ‘intervention time’ as this would result in pupils not receiving their legal entitlement to worship provision. 

Worship at St. John’s

St John’s CE Primary School is an inclusive community. We welcome pupils from all faiths; we treat everyone as an individual and aim to develop the whole person so that they are equipped to take their place in the modern world. 

Collective Worship at St. John’s mainly follows the Christian tradition, but from time to time will include stories and festivals from other world faiths to promote respect and tolerance of other world religions. Experiences which promote an appreciation of the rich diversity of our community, and which encourage awe and wonder in God’s world, are included. It may include celebrating our achievements and the achievements of others or exploring current events nationally or worldwide. We also provide a clear link to our school values so that the children live these values in their day-to-day lives.  



Aims 
· To create an atmosphere in which faith in God is recognised and respected. 
· To be Inclusive, Invitational and Inspiring providing different Worships across the week ranging from whole school collective Worship to class Worship. 
· To encourage children to reflect, explore and develop their own spiritual awareness. 
· To learn about and reflect upon Christian Teaching, Biblical material and Christian festivals, in a way that relates to the pupils’ experience. 
· To set the distinctive values of the school in their Christian context. 
· To develop an understanding of the nature and purpose of reflection and prayer and the part it may play within an individual’s life and spiritual development. 
· To choose themes which inspire spiritual and moral reflection and challenges learners to take responsibility for their own conduct and become courageous advocates.

What does worship look like at St. John’s?
· There is a clear, planned programme for Collective Worship that ensures continuity, variety and a clear focus on Christian beliefs, teaching and festivals. These link with the values and life of the school. Themes may be adapted to reflect events of local, national or international significance
· Children are expected to behave in a respectful and appropriate manner. 
· Acts of worship take the form of a whole school act of worship for all pupils or separate acts of worship for students in different key stages. 
· Each class has regular class worships enabling students to contribute and respond individually. 
· Collective Worship may be held at any time during the school day. 
· Collective Worship may be led by the Head Teacher, Assistant Head Teacher or class teachers. The local Reverends lead worship in school, usually on a Tuesday.  Children are also developing their knowledge to lead worship now and in the future. 
· Representatives from organisations in the wider community are also invited to lead worship.  
· Children are given the opportunity to participate in worship.  Children are also given the opportunity to lead worship. Pupils can choose stories, music, dance, drama, hymns and prayers to explore and reflect our values. 
· British Values are included where appropriate during worship. 
· Pupils go to St. John the Baptist Church for Collective Worship at special times during the Christian calendar. Parents are invited to join the children in worship led by members of the Church. 


Worship at St. Johns consists of the four-fold structure. 

Gather	- This phase focuses on creating a special and significant atmosphere, reflective and calming music is played to welcome all pupils and prepare them for worship.

Engage (main theme) – Once all pupils are settled this part of the worship begins with lighting a candle, followed by these key words:

Leader: Peace be with you.
Pupils: And also with you.
We meet in the name of God:
God the Father,
God the Son,
God the Spirit:
Pupils: God is one.

The correct liturgical colours are displayed on the Worship Table. 
[image: ]
Respond-Pupils reflect, pray, sing, or engage in symbolic actions to respond to the message.

Send- Encouraging all pupils to think about how the message of worship applies to their daily lives and how they implement this on a daily basis. 





Meditation Monday
This has slightly different structure which focusses on stillness and reflection.  The structure is as follows:
· Opening prayer
· Candle
· Music
· Stilling – liquid jar
· Breathing
· Read – bible passage / prayer
· Questions 
· Reflection
· Closing prayer – call and response


Worship Rota

	Day
	Content
	Lead

	Monday
	Class worship (Meditation)
	Class teacher

	Tuesday
	Collective Worship 
	Mrs Stone/Revered Steve or Michael 

	Wednesday
	Class Worship / Pupil Prayers

	Class teacher

	Thursday
	Singing Worship
	Miss Parish / Mrs Poynton

	Friday
	Celebration Worship
	Mrs Stone / Mrs Poyton 
Worship Leads



	Value

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Vision
	Strength
	Hope
	Individuality
	Nurture
	Excel



Prayer and Reflection 
Collective Worship always includes time for prayer and/or reflection.  At the beginning of lunch hour, Grace is said by the children (children in Early Years say their Grace before morning snack). At the end of the day, the children lead in one of their own prayers or the school prayer. The school has a central prayer station. 
Children are encouraged to write short prayers and prayers are shared and read out in Worship.

Other Faiths 
Although our Worship reflects our Christian beliefs and values, we are committed to respecting each other’s faith stance and culture, showing tolerance and understanding regardless of pupils’ beliefs. 

Equal Opportunities 
Our Collective Worship affirms the equality of everyone in God’s sight, whatever the child’s age, gender, ethnicity or academic ability. We seek to use materials that are appropriate to a range of abilities and aptitudes. 

Right of withdrawal 
We expect all children to attend Collective Worship. However, any parent can request permission for their child to be excused from attending Religious Worship and the school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. 
This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act



SHINE like the star you are.
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